Allotment Risk Assessment Form – General site Assessment  2013 – 2014 review

Our Obligations

Under civil law, and as set out in the Occupiers' Liability Act 1957, all plot-holders have a duty of care to anyone accessing their plot, and the pathways for which they are responsible. This includes both authorised and unauthorised visitors. As an association, we have a communal duty to ensure that common areas, such as the car park and main access paths are safe. The law requires that in all these areas we exercise at least a ‘reasonable’ level of care regarding safety. Although unlikely, a claim could be made for negligence when an individual suffered an injury because we didn’t take reasonable precautions. It is not possible in English law to exclude liability, for example by way of a notice
Note that some areas of the assessment below – specifically relating to machinery safety and leasing out are covered by a separate set of in depth assessments that must be used and receipts of information given signed for before any use of such tools.

This assessment is subject to a review every 12 months by committee and / or if in any situation a change occurs or extra items identified

The Whitehill Allotment site is not self-managed of self-governing – the landlord for the site is the Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council who also must assess their own applicable liability and risks – no acceptance of any liability for any item the council may be responsible for is accepted as part of the society conducting its own exercise to identify risk on Whitehill Allotment site.

Risk assessments are subject to review annually or sooner should the situation change or additions corrections are required.
A hazard is something that can cause injury, for example the road access, the parking area, power tools, and exposed sharp edges. Hazards can sometimes be removed, but may be inevitable. Risks are the potential threats caused by the hazards, for example injury from a hidden sharp edge, a vehicle accident. Risks can usually be avoided.

Injuries and “near-misses”, and any other safety-related issues must be reported to a member of the Committee so that any existing hazard or risk can be eliminated and prevented in the future.

	Hazard
	Risk

(before )
	Actions / Controls 
	Risk

(After)


	Date for review/further controls/ re[possibility

	Barbed wire on boundary fences (poultry)
	H
	Move to safe height and secure
	L
	Quarterly on walk round

	Barbed wire on Gate at entrance, 
	H
	Move to safe height and secure
	L
	Quarterly on walk round

	Lawn mower
	H
	Risk assessments and training to the operators, fully serviced and maintained – separate set of assessments apply
	L
	Annual review – service regularly – review annually those permitted to loan out equipment check for signatures on assessments receipts

	Strimmer
	H
	Risk assessments and training to the operators, fully serviced and maintained – separate set of assessments apply
	L
	Annual review – service regularly – review annually those permitted to loan out equipment check for signatures on assessments receipts 

	Rotovator 
	H
	Risk assessments and training to the operators, fully serviced and maintained – separate set of assessments apply
	L
	Annual review – service regularly – review annually those permitted to loan out equipment check for signatures on assessments receipts

	Water troughs
	H
	Check covering applied
	L
	Quarterly on walk round – enforce site rules

	Hedge row (Whitehill street West)
	M
	Cut back nuisance growth / overhanging branches
	L
	Annual review

	Roadway surfaces (around internal site)
	L
	Review on regular basis suitability and coverage/ condition and repair as required
	L
	Annual or on walk round review and repair as required

	Storage of flammable substances (petrol)
	H
	Only stored in secured area in approved storage containers – re fills of machines subject to separate assessments) 
	L
	Check on walk rounds that containers secured safely etc.

	Individual allotment Paths / Plots
	H
	Enforce site rules on safety in relation to plot pathways  - access and egress, materials, holes, troughs or uneven – restricted width and planting of obstructions such as thorny plants to close to pathway etc.
	M
	Monthly walk rounds and enforcement required


	Hazard
	Risk

(before )
	Actions / Controls 
	Risk

(After)


	Date for review/further controls / responsibility

	
	
	
	
	

	Tenants Building’s Safety 
	M
	Inspect derelict or dangerous structures individually and advise tenant of required actions and timescales to address the issues
	M
	Monthly walk rounds and enforcement required

	Community Area
	M
	Check walkways and decking, emergency equipment
	L
	Committee walk rounds inspect as part of site overview

	Members hut facility – housekeeping and fire
	M
	Check firefighting provision and housekeeping
	L
	Monthly for housekeeping Quarterly on fire appliances

	Members Hut facility – Gas fire / cooker
	M
	Check for gas leaks
	L
	Monthly / user checks for leaks before use

	First Aid Kits
	M
	Check contents for expiry dates
	L
	Annual check

	
	
	
	
	

	Governance issues
	M
	Check constitution is adequate and covers society requirements 
	L
	Annual / Bi annual review by committee officers

	Inadequate / no Liability insurance of officers and society assets 
	H
	Ensure annual premium pad to recognised insurance provider – check assets list annually for coverage
	L
	Annual – Committee responsibility

	School / special needs visiting groups


	H
	Visiting group to have insurances and conduct pre visit / pre use risk assessments to cover activities on site and take  ownership of their responsibilities
	L
	Committee to request copies, where deemed relevant of assessments and insurances.

	Bee keeping
	M
	Beekeepers to have adequate personal liability insurance and membership of British Beekeeping Association – only permitted in apiary area
	L
	Committee to request sight of or copies in tenancy of beekeepers insurances -


	Hazard
	Risk

(before )
	Actions / Controls 
	Risk

(After)


	Date for review/further controls / responsibility

	Violent Tenants
	H
	No tenant is to be approached if there is an issue by one member of the committee – if there is a potential for physical violence to any member of the committee then the SMBC must be informed prior to any contact to seek legal advice
	M
	Committee to ensure no individual member is left to handle issues. Rules state violent behaviour immediate dismissal from site

	Anti-social activities on site
	L
	Committee to write to tenants if issues arise and clarify rules and issues – no individual signatory – signed for on behalf of committee – seek legal advice from SMBC if necessary
	M
	Committee to ensure no individual member is left to handle issues

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Complete by: Signatures_________________________             Names________________________
Position  _________________________                                       Date  ________________________
Most injuries are easily prevented. Good gardening is safe gardening

Degree of Risk L=Low, M = Medium H = High;


