GUIDELINES FOR KEEPING BEES ON ALLOTMENTS

Keeping bees on allotments carries a greater risk to members of the public than keeping them in a farmer’s field. There are more people about and the behaviour of bees can be affected by certain smells, increasing the risk of stings to other plot holders. Bees do not like the smell of leather clothing, including watch straps; certain shampoos, soap and fabric conditioners can attract bees to people; they do not like the smell of human sweat nor that of beer or gin on people. Here are some points to consider carefully before applying to keep bees.

· Bees hives need regular inspection, especially between April and September when the hives should be visited at least once a week.

· Training and qualifications are necessary, and 12 months experience of beekeeping, before you will be allowed to bring a hive to an allotment site.

· The position of the hive must be considered carefully and agreement for the position obtained from the Allotment Officer or association representative. Generally, it is best towards the rear of a plot.

· Protection of the hive will be necessary to avoid unwanted interference.

· Screening of at least 10’ or 12’ may be needed to increase the height of the bees’ flight path so that they leave and return to the hive above people’s head height. This needs to be placed close to the hive to be effective.

· You will need another qualified and experienced beekeeper you can call on at short notice, to provide you with support if problems arise or if you are unable to attend the hives.

· Bees are most likely to sting when the hive is disturbed. A colony can sting up to 48 hours after being disturbed by a beekeeper. The timing of these disturbances should be carefully considered. It is best to choose a time when there will not be many other plot holders on the site.

· It is essential that only gentle strains of bees are kept on an allotment, such as the Italian or Carniolan pure strains, but these are not easy to obtain. Aggressive strains should not be kept on an allotment. The import of honey bees is subject to strict control under EC and UK legislation. Full details are available online at www.nationalbeeunit.com or by email to nbu@fera.gsi.gov.uk or beehealthinfo@fera.gsi.gov.uk or phone 01904 462510 or 01904 465636

· Other plot holders should be consulted in case any are allergic to bee stings.

· Bees need a water supply and this may be a pond or water butt on the allotment site. This could cause a nuisance to others.

· The proximity of neighbouring houses must be considered. Bees defecate  between 50 and 100 metres from the hive. This can leave a sticky mess that is difficult to remove on washing and on cars.

· Swarming bees can frighten people. Bees must be carefully managed and housed to reduce all risks.

Further information can be obtained from the British Beekeepers Association, The National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire CV8 2LG  www.britishbee.org.uk or from the previously mentioned contacts.

