RULES FOR BEE KEEPING ON ALLOTMENTS

Permission for placing a hive on an allotment must be sought and granted first.

The beekeeper must adhere to the following rules

· Attend a recognised bee keeping course and obtain a qualification. The British Bee Keepers Association [BBKA]  “Basic Assessment “ is the minimum requirement.

· Qualifications must be available for inspection

· Have one year’s experience of keeping bees before bringing them on to an allotment.

· Be a member of BBKA [ either as an individual or through an affiliated local beekeeping association] and have third party insurance through the BBKA, with an upper limit of liability of no less than £5m. 

· Complete an HSE risk assessment

· Not exceed 4 hives on one plot

· Have a mentor or another trained beekeeper to cover for absences

· Provide contact details of the beekeeper and their mentor on the hives, including an emergency telephone number. Ideally this should be on a notice near the hives.
· Buy bees from a reliable source and the bees must be of a gentle strain

· Re-queen regularly with a gentle strain

· Visit the hives regularly, at least once a week, and keep a record of hive inspections

· Manage swarming

· Protect the hives from unwanted attention, for example by high screening.

· Not use an allotment as storage space for equipment that does not contain bees eg empty hives or wax combs.

· Agree to block/strap and remove to a bolt hole site if required to do so.

I agree to abide by these rules

Signature                                    Print Name                            Date

Address  and contact number               Address and contact number of mentor

